ſome very | urprizing Cures _ 


in the Kin 


5 e in the ourhood of that City... 


x7 - Wherein is contained; „ 


compleateſt iſtory of his miraculous. 
ower, formerly practiſed by the Kings of England, 
er yet made publick; che Certainty of which is 
ofirmed- by the moſt. eminent Writers of this 
ation, both C: holicks and Proteſtants, as ap - 
. Alured, Brompton, Polidore Virgil, 1 80 
 Tooker,” Heylin, Collier, - Echard, &c. 
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| Gentleman at Rome, 
e Fr lend in Lok 
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— — Nv eas 
— — 4 1 % 


9 ſon naturally of fome to- 


have every Vear, for thefe 
Four Years laſt paſt, giv- 
: — Py en my ſelf the agreeable 
Entertainment of travelling moſt Part of 
the Year into foreign Parts; where my 
Method is, not only to procure all the 
moſt curious Books that are publiſh d re- 


lating to any Art or Science; but like- 


wile to minute down the moſt remark- 
able Occurrences that happen, whether 
s relate to Eccleſiaſtical, Hiſtorical 
or Palkical RnowItwge- a 4 
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I? — 0 know, as Tam a Per- : 
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1 e my e in 115 chis 
Summer, was the wonderful and ſurꝑr 
Zing Effect of the Touching for the Cure 
of — wag generally ſpeaking, incurable 
Diſeaſe, commonly call'd the King's Evil. 

There were among a conſiderable Num- 
ber who reſorted from diſtant Parts to be 
touched, ſome deformed with large 
Swellings or Bunches under their Jaws, 
ſeemingly filled. with corrupted Matter; 


ſome disfigured by red, watry, infamed 
Eyes, and extraverted Eye-Lids, which 


looked very horribly ; and others, with - 
hard Knots and Tumours on Eats 
of their Bodies, the Matter contained-in 
which affected the very Bones; and, as 
the Surgeons told me, Hs . * to 
the Marrow.. TI pare 
Theſe: miſerable and. deplorable 


* 


jects, as on one hand they filled me with 
the moſt Chriſtian and tender Comp WP 
ſion, when I ſeriouſly reflected on He 
Miſeries ; ſo, on the other hand, I was 
affected with the moſt exalted Joy. and 
Aſtoniſhment, when I conſidered, that a 
Power had been given to /ome, nor 'onl 
to alleviate, but to cure thoſe miſerable 


Creatures, that laboured under ſuch pain- 


ful and calamitous Infirmities. Into what a 
State of Degeneracy and Thoughtlenefs 
8 


Wt Ot 5. — 
5 N 


/ 


A 


£33 


T4 ou iſa Nn fallen, e Ws 1 2 
that have their Senſes to teſtify the 
Power and Efficacy of this Divine Gift, J 
and fo little Reverence and Honour paid 
do the Hand chat effects ſuch e 5 
Things, or that can ſuffer ſuch Matters 
to be tranſacted in ſo learned a World, 
And not be affected by them, after the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ſenſible manner! I x 
cConſidered, that the Prophets of old had, 
among the many extraordinary Things 
they did, the Power of curing Diſeaſes 
atter a very miraculous Manner; and the 
many extraordinary Things which hap- 
pen in the World at this Day, is an evi- 
dent Proof that the Power of God Al- 
5 mighty is not confined to ſuch a narrow 
|  -Sphere of Activity as ſome unthinking 
Perſons would perſwade us to believe. 
Have we not had the ſtrongeſt Teſtimo- 
3 nies, even the Evidence of Eye · witneſſes, 
to prove the Kings of England have en- 
Joyed this ſupernatural Gift ever ſince 
the Reign of Edward the Confeſſor : and 
can we already forget the Multitudes of 
© Cures, whereby, among other glorious 
Things, our late Queen of tranſcending 
Excellence, fignalized her ſelf? Can 
: You I fay, already let theſe Things e- 
cape your Memories ſo ſoon; or ſuffer 
the extraordinary Things of this Nature, 


which 


\ 
+ 
, 
3 
1 
| 
| 


regarded by 2 fatal and i incurious oy | 5 
1 For ſhame Britons awake, ant 

; let not an univerſal Lerhargy ſeize you; 

burt conſider that you qught to be ac- 

counted unworthy the 3 znd- 

7 n yau _ receive 5 nt ra poo 
wa ee 


As "x thoſe. 299 ee of 
the Cure of the King « Evil b the Touch, . 
which I have ſeen effected this Summer 

in Nome and its. Neig ghbourhood, T ſhall - 
_ reſerve them to 5 Concluſion of this 

5 Letter. and take this Opportunity of giv= 

5 ing you the Hiſtory of this miraculous 
Method of Cure from St. Eduard the Con- 
Zefſor, to the preſent Time; and ſhew, _ 

that our Hiſtories are ſo full of confiim 
ing Evidences of the Truth of it, char | 
we are guilty of the groſſeſt Neglect and AE 
Omiſſion, when- we. mention it without 
the . higheſt Veneration and Eſteem, |} - 
And ſince I came to a Reſolution of E 
Writing as compleat a Hiſtory of this 
ſupernatural Power as I was capable of, 
5 84 my ſelf to a very learned Per- 
n, Seignior Vincenti, Librarian to his 

Holineſs, who has furniſhed me wich 2 

vaſt Number of Books relating to our 

| 9 and „ AE 

airs, 


— 


UL 


Fair a 1 find I am able togive a 
3 fuller and much mote compleat Account 
3 of this Matter, chan perhaps 
| ever hitherto made publick. I know by 
„ "its means I ſhall gratify you, who are 
one of my moſt inquifitive Correfpon- 
x 2 "who will wirhour doubr, 7 4 
tt in a ear Light, ſuppor 9 
#7 Lit ef k arned t dae a rig are, Beſs 
Were, ſo man living Wirneſſes of che 
Truth of it, and on Suffrages w_ 
| by this means, be reſcued: Ros the Ob 

 lvjon and Obſcurity in which ſome N 

them have deen involved many Hundred 
FVears. The firſt Book which was put 
| ineomy Hands up pon his Occaion, as 

| the Life of that holy and pious King, 

St. Edward the Confeſſor, written by the 
| / Reverend Father Ferome Porter, Frieſt 
6 and Monk of the Holy Order of St. Be- 
ed, of the Congregation! of England, 
collected chiefly out of the Works of 
Alured, Abbot of Rhieval, . Cappgrave, 
N. Malmsbury, N. Hovedine, M. Weſt- 

minſter, W. Harpsfield, and others. This 
earned Father, in this Book, gives us the 


* S Account of this miraculous 
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This wonderful Gift of curing this 
Diſeaſe, called in Latin Struma (fays he) 
now the King's Evil (for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe it has been healed by 
Kings) was derived from Eduard the 
Confeſſor, to all the Kings of England, and 
remains as a holy Inheritance unto this 
Day, and hath been, and is daily, with 
good Succeſs, practiſed by our modern 
Kings, although they have profeſſed a 
Religion quite contrary to that of St. 
Eduard; yet by his Merits (as it may 
be -piouſly ſuppoſed) they wWrk this 
wonderful Cure. Nay, Queen Eliaa- 
Beth, but a Woman, and of another Re- 


+ . 


- > * 


ligion, had the like Power, and cured 
many thereby, as it is well known ro 


Men of Credit ſtill living. Therefore the 


French are all deceived; and particularly 


the French Author of the Engliſh Hiſto- 
ry, Andrew de Chaine, did not ſpeak 


candidly, and as he thought, when he 


denies that the Kings .of England ever 
enjoyed this Virtue, affirming it to be a 


Gift peculiar to them of France, derived 
from St. Lewis ; and therefore it is like- 


ly, that if any ſuch Thing there be a- 
mongſt them, they muſt rather have re- 


ceived it from our Kings, than theirs have 
it abſolutely, and particularly to them- 


ſelves. And this learned Writer, to con- 
15 : A 
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hin, which was eld. 
e an Tull "of "Corr ion, 
h « deff red and deformed het Face, 
herein bred Worms which had a moſt 
ſüuffere er this nauſeous Di hs 
till at 1 being admoniſhed in her 
lerp „ the repaired to Court, in hopes =”: 
lief from” the King's own Hands,” 
either by his waſhing, touching, or bleſ... 5 

fog the diſeaſed Place. And being 5 I 
come before the King, and | ving told _ 
him het C aſe, norwithiſtandin be Foul- RP 


Se Sign of : 7 7 


13 and broke, and 
8 Worn, ed out, | 
of Pain being ceaſed, ' ſhe Je fetly e- 
| ered her Health. © +4 1 
Do we not here perceivet at this m " 
pious King, by his excellent Deeds, ap- : . 
„ ed in the 2 not en a NO pL 
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d's. Vice 


* 


1 a UY UL erent. n 4 5 | 
sage Ccanbe more convincing than the Miracles 5 


3 95 1 Abbor. of Rhieval, „ who in 


Ikhat a blind Man being admoniſhed to þ 
30 do the King to have his Sight reſto- | 
=: Wy deſired the Chan 1 5 
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tended with more ſurprizing Effects. 
It was not ſufficient it ſeems in this 
OQaſe, that the poor Man ſhould be re- 
lieved from all his Maladies and become 
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to another. Thus Albertus e 
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in a her Eye, and during the Time the King 
was at Prayers, her Eye flew open; and 
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And here it may not be improper to 1 
late 2 Story of a Roman Catholick in Queen 
Elizabeth's Time. This Perſon, Who was 
very ſum in nis Communion, | happened to 
be thrown- into Priſon, probably upon the 
Score of his Recuſancy: Being thron into 
Priſon, I ſay, he grew terribly  Miced with 
the King's Evil; and having apply'd: himfelf 
to Phyficians, - and gone through a long Fa. 
tigue of Pain and Expence, without the leaſt 
Succeſs; at laſt he was touched by the Queen 
And perfectly cured. And being asked how 
che Matter ſtood with him ? his Anſwer was, 
le was now ſatisfy'd: by experimental Proof, 
that the Pope's: Excommunication of her Ma- 
Reck ſigniſied nothing, -finceſhe ſtill continued 
I d with ſo miraculous 2 Quality. 
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derful-Man ſpeaks::: And indeed I cannot but 
ſay, the ſame Spirit is diſcovered throughout 
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him read here by us with infinite Delight and 
Satisfaction; inſomuch, that When we ifpeak 
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